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part. The game lasted two hours. Herr-
mann's life study of and practice with
cards in his profession gave him complete
mastery over his victim. The card tricks
he played on the young man were more
numerous than those worked by Harte's
Heathen Chinee on Bill Nye in the famous
game of euchre. Of course to avoid a too
bare-face- d swindle and at the same time
lead his antagonist to greater rctklcssness,
the magician threw off game after
game, and the young man pocketed the
money won with a pleased smile. Be it
said to his credit he never once flinched at
his losses and Herrmann was the first to
cry quits.

Then cam the moment of triamph. The
magician arose and in his yuave manner
tendered the youth his lost money, with the
explanation of the swindle practiced unon
him. Te the astonishment of all present
thn victim rcfusfd the money, some ?50i)

In all, stating that he was no child and
never pleadeel a baby act; that if any man
could cheat him before his eyes he was
willing to suffer his losses and part with
his money for the experience. He bowed
himself out, not even waiting to partake
of the champagne ordered in celebration
of the event. Tills was a denouement not
contemplate!, and the disposition of the
ill-gott- en gains placed the company In a
quandjry. At last it was decided to con-

tribute them to some public charity after
deducting the wine bill. Tho wine was
drunk amid hilarity and a twenty-doll- ar

bill of the victim's money was tendered In
payment. As the party was leaving tho ho-

tel the waiter tapped Herrmann on the
shoulder, with the announcement that the
bill offered was counterfeit. Another and
another bill of like denomination offered
proved likewise spurious, and tho truth
dawnetl on the party that the biters had
been bitten. The guileless youth had pro-
vided himself with one pocketful of coun-
terfeit bills, from which he paid his losses,
depositing his gains in another pocket, un-

touched during the game. Hence his anx-
iety to use the money only and not the
customary chips. He'had just ?200 of Herr-
mann's money, which the magician never
recovered.

So far I have escaped stage detection and
social imposition, but I am ever on the
alert, and when my time comes I hone to
take my medicine quietly in tho manner of
other magicians gone before..

FREDERICK BANCROFT.

LUCKIEST OF THEM ALL

$6Pat

garded him Intently from head to foot
without venturing to approach him.

" 'Save t:?, .die faintly ejaculated. 'Wha
are ye?'

" 'I am a rather notorious character.' An- -
i.eryon 'replied, with a. smile, 'and I have
no doubt, although you have never seen
m before, that you have heard of me. My
name Is Anderson, and I am known as the
Wizard of the North.

A weezard are ye? said the affirighted
widow. 'Then, for the love o guidnes?. gang
oot o my house. I wadna lodge ye for ae
night under my roof nae for a the world.
For the love o' heaven, gang awa. and tak
your umbrella alang wi ye.'

"As the Klgin coach was shortly to pass
the house Anderson 'did not pause to ex-

plain or remonstrate, but stepped at once
towards the door, when the widow cried,
SUap! IMnna leave ought belanglng to ye

wi' m; tak' your silUr wi ye. and never
let me see your face again.'

MAGICIAN IIL'LI) FOR MURDER.
"Hastily taking the four half-crow- ns from

her purse she? threw them upon the floor,
screaming that they burned her fingers,
and immediately fell back In a swoon of
terror. In her fall her head struck a stool,
slightly lacerating her cheek, and several
of the neighbors, hurrying In on hearing her
scream and fall, found her bleeding and
apiarcntly lifeless. The women cried out
that the stranger had murdered the widow,
and the men seized Anderson's arms to
prevent his escape.

"At that moment the coach was driven
up. and the driver, seeing a crowd alout
the widow's house, pulled up and inquired
the cause of the emotion.

"On being told that a murder had been
committed the guard leaped down, and,
looking through the window. re:o?nlzed An-
derson, whom he had seen several times in
Elgin. The coach started again, and An-
derson, finding that he was In an awkward
position, as the old lady gave no signs of
life, demanded to be1 taken before a magis-
trate at once. This, he was told, was im-

possible, as there was no magistrate with-
in seven miles, and all that could be done
was to lodge him In the town goal until the
next da j'.

"To tho goal the conjurer was taken,
therefore, between a couple of constables,
who were commendably prompt in making
their uppea ranee. The coach went to Kl-gi- n.

where the guard lost no time in spread-
ing the news of the wizard's arrest, and,
going to the assembly rooms, told the audi-
ence, who was just growing impatient at
the conjurer's nonappearance, that 'they
might conjure for themselves that night,
for there would be no wizard, as he was
where lie would not get out, with all his
magic; he was in Forres gaol for murder-
ing an old woman.' A thrill of horror ran
through the crowded auditory; then ti mur-
mur arose, and loud demantls were made
for the return of the money paid at the
doors. This was done, and nothing was
talked of at Elgin that night but the hor-
rible murder at Forres.

"On the following morning Anderson was
conducted to the residence of the magis-
trate, where the widow, who had recovered
in the counse of the night, told as much of
the tragl-comic- al story as she knew. The
gentleman who administered justice in that
remote district smiled at the old lady's nar
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PLAY

making hero, and Miss Viola Allen, as the
sweet-nature- d Gallic maiden, whose heart
is completely won by the handsome-figure- d

and love lace-tongu-
cd swash-buckle- r, areas

successful realizations of the chivalric and
sentimental creations of the novelist as it
Is possible to Imagine, and their love scenes
get a half dozen curtain calls for them
every night. The tremendous hit of this ro-

mantic play, which surpasses "The Pris-
oner of Zenda" in the skill with which it
reflects the thrilling and charming chapters
of the book, has led Mr. Frohman to de-

termine on making it the only piece in
which his stock company will appear dur-
ing its forthcoming tour.

"Never Again." ; which Is turning hun-
dreds away from the Garrick Theater ev-

ery night, and which win run there all
through the season at the same gait, after
which It will go to Indon, is a comedy
a sort of high-cla- ss farce-comed- y would,
perhaps, be a, better, definition taken from
tho French." without loss of a single parti-
cle of the abundant bubbling fun of tho
original, and given the most extraordinary
cast even New York has ever seen in a
play meant to he merely amusing. E. M.
Holland, the famous character actor from
Palmer's company, who is also cne of the
well-know- n Holland brothers, who starred
In "A Social Highwayman" last season, is
in the piece, and with him are Agnes Mil-

ler, Elsie De Wolf. Frits Williams, May
Robson, of the; Empire Theater Stock Com-
pany, Ferdinand Gottschalk and Jessie
Maekaye. of the Lyceum Theater Com-
pany, and other well-know- n players. All
these people, whose best work is familiar
to metropolitan theater-goe- r, find the
characters of "Never Again" the finest ve-

hicles they have yet had for expression of
their artistic abilities. The story is a
bustling one of a gay old fellow who skir-
mishes now and again into undomestie
ways, and who is.aurprised in the very
mid.st of one of his adventures and the
most innocent adventure of all, at that
by his confiding wife, his nervous but ex-

perienced son-in-la- w, his daughter and
many others, not to see whom at the mo-

ment he would have given the wealth of
all th? Asias. But he is caught, and the
son-in-la- w agrees to help him out. Such
screams of laughter, such excitement, such
whirling, changing, clashing scenes all
sparkling with Tun and absurdity as en-
sue one has not breath left to tell about
after the laughing and shrieking are over.

The town got wind of how good a thing
"Never Again" was before twelve hours
had passed, and as a result a .throng ap-
peared at the door of the Garrick the sec-
ond night that would have filled the thea-
ter four times over. Ever since then it has
been a nightly case of turning away hun-
dreds. . Its success, financially and other-
wise, is away ahead of "Charley's Aunt."
which yielded Mr. Frohman a fortune in
its first season alone, as well as of "The
Gay Parisians" and "Too Much Johnson,"
these three being tho standards by which
New Y'orkers had up to this measureel the
fun qualities of every comedy offered. Mr.
Frohman is satisfied that It is the greatest
comedy he has yet handled.

ALF HAYMAN.
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Game Played by Egyptians in Joneph'R
Time Adapted to Modern Idea.

Boston Globe.
Among the paintings jn one of the Egyp-

tian tombs is a repre? Nation of the hab-enl-ha- n,

or game of the vase. However it
was origlnallj' played, for all that is known
of it is the picture and its name, it can be
played In a way to delight nineteenth cen-
tury children fully as much as it ever could
have done the ancient Egyptians.

To play the game it-i- s necessary, first,
to make the target. To do. this take a
sheet of paper about three feet square or
less; wrapping paper will do very well, or
even an old newspaper, and draw upon it
with common writing ink twelve concentric
circles at equal distances fipart. This can
le done by driving a tack or large pin in
the center of the paper, tying a string to
the tack and a soft lead pencil to the other
end of the string.

When you have thus drawn the twelve
circles, you can go over the pencil lines
with ink and number the spaces between
the lines: tack your paper to a drawing
board, bread board or any flat wooden sur-
face, and your target Is complete.

Let each player furnish himself with a
dozen pins thrust through bits of card-
board or paper, upon each of which is writ-
ten a number or initial different from those
of the other players, and also with a cata-
pult, blow gun. small bow and arrow or a
dart. Standing off at whatever distance
is agreed on from the target, each player
in turn discharges whatever missile is used
in the game at the target, and he sets one
of his pins in the circle he strikes. If he
hits one of the black lines he loses his turn,
but if he does not strike the target at all
he is out of the game.

After the lirst shot a player can either
remove a pin already placed Into the cir-
cle he has last struck, or set another of his
pins in it. or. counting from where any one
of his pins are stuck, can move that pin as
many circles toward the center as is indi-
cated by tho number of the circle he has
struck. If this not only brings him to the
center but leaves something over, he can
use the remainder to place a new pin or
carry another forward.

If, while one player has one pin in a
circle, another player can place two pins
in the same circle, the latter captures the
pin already there and removes it. If, how-
ever, a player strikes a circle already occu-
pied by two pins, he does not lose his, un-
less a third pin other than his own can be
stuck in the same circle.

The circles are numbered from the out-
side to the center. The game consists in
a specified number of points, generally from
23 to SO, if two are playing, or more, accord-
ing to the additional number of those en-
gaged in the game. When one of the play-
ers has no more pins on the target the
game is ended.

Each player counts tho number of his
pins which have reached the center and
the number of pins he has captured, and
he who has most adds to his the number
of pins left in the target.

It is quite an exciting little game when
two plavers have each a pin in the same
ring, and each pin is getting nearer the
center. The apprehension and interest in-
creases with the danger that, having so
manv pins behind, one or the other pins
may by a lucky shot capture his.

The aim of the player is three-fol- d; to
protect his pins by getting more than one
in tho same circle, to gradually win his
way toward the center and to be constantly
on the alert to take his opponent's pins.

As the taking of one of the pins counts
for as much as getting one of his own
home. It is advisable to use every endeavor
to capture the enemy's pieces, and this is
done by keeping his pins behind them, so
as to be able to take any advantage that
may offer.

The game can be played on a table by
using dice or a teetotum instead of arrows,
darts or anything of the sort, but played
In this way the element of chance takes
the place largely of that of skill and makes
it less interesting at least to young folks.

It is possible, however, that this was the
manner in which the game was originally
played thousands of years ago. when Jo-
seph was prime minister in the land cf
Egypt.

The Ways Iletarn.
i Mtny the ways that man must fare,

The roads run up and down;
Some thrM the country hillsides fair,

tkme slink within the town.

Some tortuous are and hard to keep,
Hut others Klip a Ion?

Where gardens grow and fountains leap
And speech is sweet, and song.

Some stretch away mid5t alien sight?.
Midst strange, far-lyin- g things:

Others be near the native lights,
Nor reck of joumeyings.

And oh. the lingering, long quest.
And stumbling?, triumph, pain.

The while man fares It east and west
Ere he returns a train.

But one boon. one. Is sure to be.
How far srWer h roam:

At last the wandering ways agree.
At last they lead him home.

Richard Burton, In the Outlook.
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U3 Lfll
When I i7 X cars I do not mn merely to stop

them for a titn and then hsva them return again. I
mean a radical cure. I bttve made tbe disease of
FITS. EPILEPSY cr FALLINO SICK3E&S a life,
long study. I warrant my remedy to euro the worst
cases, because others have failed Is no reason for
tat dow receiring a cure. Send at once for a treatisa
and a Free Bottle of rny infallible ramedy. Giro Ex
press and PostotSsa address.
Fr.f.u.li.FEE.F.D.,4C:cl..r;nTcrs

nrctlan'w .Macnellird Snn, Do tir7
lor II InC. Andrron'i Iltillet
Trick nntf Herrmann' l'oLer Hand.

How hanl it U to rrallzc that a physician
hlmsrlf can U. fver ?U k, v;hcn hU study
In lif; 1 the nrwervation f other peo-

ples health. An! how quaint the thoueht
of a lawyer's tl-at- h whf-- Ms nri.ion of

.porjxet Hating the wills of i!f;id nv-i- i is con-SlIfT- Pj.

K'lu.illy srotN'iu is tho Hen. of
maKician.H th-mIve- 1 inpr trkkfl. whtii
thry livo to ! h e others. And th joke
is all the triro enjoyaM on thi aeotint.
A few intar.ees of practical Jok-- s played
u;on magician may prove Intrrrstlnff
catbo of thir rarity. IJreflaw, a celebrated

n of the lat c ntury, was on one
oeoaMon accnlei ths honor of civin an
'exhibition lie fort th royal household of
Mnclan.!. 1IH bet illusion was the proluc-tlo- n

of a veemlnly Hv swan flea tin?? on

real water, and he reserveil it as hi In.t
trick for the occasion rifcrrrd to. Every-
thing worked well in the production of the
swan and wu!r, a creation apparently of
space, but ala. th swan would i:Ot lloat.
but sat ftatfonry as though in terror of
Its aciu.Ui; MiiToundii:'. No efforts on
Presluw's part could ;roduc the movement
la the bird. At la.t he realized the cause
of th swan's sloth. The secret of the trick
was known. It was performed by manct-L-- m

and the counteracting agency was a
magnet in the pocket of Sir I'miici IMake
Delaval. Poor Nrt-.sl.iw- : He was hun.iliatfd
and never ierform d the ?van trick aprnln.

One of Flnetti's favorite tricks was the
Incarceration of a live bird In a box and
Its ocap therefrom whil the box, secure-
ly locked, was held In the hands of ono
of the spectators. On the death of Tinettl
a London Journalist cvolvtd the following
witty but well-time- d squib in his paper as
an, obltyary: "Poor Pitietti, laid In his rof-li- n,

ftn'iath U no conjuror and that he
never suSers to escape, by sleight of hand,
the bird which he onces conlines in his
box."

De Grisy, th preat French magician, re-

ceived two stago discomfitures which well-nle- h

ruined him. One of his tricks was
the firing. from a, pistol of a ring borrowed
from one In the audience and discovering"
It afterward in the mouth of a live gold-

fish. Of course, the ring was always the
came one, necessarily so for the purposes
of the trick, and was made of gilt copper
set with paste Kerns. It was always select-
ed out; of .a number of rings offered, and'
Of course, was In the hands of a confed-

erate.. The confederate, on one occasion,
was not selected with the foresight that
should have been displayed in his choice
and proved to be a crook. When the ring
was returned to him after the completion
of the trick he aroe In the audience and
claimed he had been swindled.

"What Is this, monsieur?" he angrily de-

manded, regarding first the ring and then
the performer. "I gave you a gold ring set
with brillUnts and you return mc worthless
copper and paste."

Not ohly did De Grisey suffer the humilia-
tion of the discovery of his imposition, but
h actually had to pay the frllow a large
turn of money equal in value to the suppo-
sititious ring to hush the matter up.

A mare signal discomfiture to the same
magician was the joke played on him while
he was performing before the King of Na-
ples. There was a card trick in the iht-forman- ce

wherein a card was to be
"forced," is the manipulation is termed,
upon the King. Some one substituted for
the card to be "forced" an ordinary playing
card, one of the same size, inscribed with
an epigram most insulting to the King.
De Grlsy, unconscious of the perpetration
on him. performed the trick to the point of
compelling the King to receive the obnox-
ious card. The King Immediately left the
salon, accompanied by the royal retinue,
and flight alone saved the magician from
arrest on thd order Immediately issued.

PANCAKE IX A HAT.
Miller's faux pas in the trick of cooking

a pancake in. the hat is an amusing anec-
dote. He was performing before a private
party at Kelso.and among the company was
an elderly gentleman, who sat close to the
operating table, and caused some discom-
posure to Miller and his attendant by the
closeness of his observation of their mo-
tions, and the primaces and chuckllngs in
which he indulged whenever he discovered,
or thought he had discovered, the mode in
which any of the tricks was performed.
The pancako trick is done by secretly in-
troducing into the hat a ready cooked and
hot pancake in a tin dish, and abovo this
a gallipot. The batter is prepared, in sight
of the spectators, in a similar gallipot, just
as much smaller than the other as to fit
closely into It. The contents of the smaller
Kallipot are poured Into the larger one, and
both are withdrawn together; and the con-
jurer, after pretending to cook the pan-
cake over a lamp or candie, presents it on
the tin dish.

Miller's attendant was so much confused
and distracted by the watching, grimacing
and chuckling of the old gentleman that he
omitted to place the gallipot in 'the hat.-whic-

a gentleman of the party had loaned
for the purpose, and Miller poured the hat-
ter on th pancake before he discovered
the omission. He vas not so ready-witte- d

ns Robt?rt-IIoudi- n showed himself on sim-
ilar occasions, nor was hi attendant so
equal to the emergency ;is the French con-
jurer's ministering proved In the face of
such a disaster. They could only stare in
bewilderment at the spoiled hat until Miller,
rvcoverinir from his confusion, confessed
ulstai!ure explained the manner in which
the trick is done, and threw the blame on
the inquisitive and chuckling old gentle-
man.

The arrest of Anderson, the -- Wizard of
the North." on the charge of murder is
among1, the best anecdotes of a magician
tricked. As told In the pross of the day.
the story reads as follows: 'One day, to-

wards tht conclusion of an engagement at
Klgin. he visited a town twelve
miles distant, to make arrangements for
repeating his performance there, in the vi-

cinity of the "Masted heath" on which, ac-
cording to tradition. Macbeth, met the
witches Having"' nude the requisite ar
ranment. he was directed by th. printer
to the residence of an tldcrly widow, who
Lad apartments to. lot, .which, proving suit-
able, were taken for one week.

" 'Veil excufe me. sir,' .said the widow,
when he wa about to depart, 'but I maun
tfdl ye I'm a'puir widow, and a" that I
hie to live by is whet gt by lettin' my
ajxirtments. Ither folk hue engaged 'em,
saying 1 might txinct ra on a certain day.
but they tl!(!na Come, vae I was disap-
pointed. It's an old savin that 'burnt
bairns dreed the fire.' Ye are a stranger,
although a deecnt-loohi- n man. and ye may
do the same; sae I hope ye wir.na object
to pay half p the rent aforehand.

"Anderson made no objection, but at once
handed four half crowns to the old lady.
At that moment he renumbered that he
rnu?t see the printer again before he left
Forres, and. as the? day which had threat-ene- d

to Je a wet one, was line, he left his
imbrcUa. with, the widow, whose good opin-
ion the payment in advance of one moiety
of the week's rent had quite secured. But,
unfortunatelv. the widow read the words,
Great Wizard of the North on the handle
f the umbrella when Anderson had left
r and heob-erve- d on his return that she

.rcxnbled and changed color as h re--
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Other .Metropolitan Producer In
Ilecent Venrn Cnn CImIih un 12tunl

A umber of Trluuipha.

Special to the IndlanaTolis Journal.
NEW YORK, April 10. Charles Frohman

has provided New York this season, as he
has done now for three theatrical seasons
back, with nearly all of its play triumphs.
This is a remarkable record for a metro-
politan manager, especially when one takes
a look back over the dst of attempts at
successes which have been made here since
the season of 1S02, and which presents a
long stretch of managerial disasters, light-
ened and bri.tlitr.ied by little else than the
successes of one man. This is not a mere
press agent's yarn, but a fact, as investi-
gation of the theatrical annals will dis-
close. It is no use, however, going back
over the old history, not farther back, any-
how, than last season, when all that can
be recalled of brilliant achievement In New
York theatricals was almost epitomized in
tho great successes of "Christopher, Jr.,"
"The Sporting Duchess," "Too Much John-
son," "The Gay Parisians," "Thorough-
bred," "Carmen," in which drama Olga
Nethersole made her debut at the Empire
under the management of Daniel and
Charles Frohman.

This season, again, there are few remark-
able successes not more than two or three

outside of the Charles Frohman produc-
tions; and when one considers the number
of new plays offered to the American pub-
lic through the New York channel, prob-
ably 123 a year, and that Charles Frohman
makes nearly all the successes and has
the lion's share of the profits to put in
bank, it causes just two thoughts to arise:
either he Is a very lucky man or a manager
of unusually clear and unerring judgment.
Other theatrical men, in commenting on
this one-sldedne- ss of the year's record,
content themselves with adopting the first
idea, and say Mr. Frohman is the luckiest
man they ever heard of. If they permitted
themselves to indulge a little thinking they
would come to the ether conclusion, for
they know that Mr. Frohman hal read
and refused many of the plays which they
accepted, and Mr. Frohman seldom refuses
a play In which he sees a fair chance of
success. lie has a genius for taking a
dramatic or comedy nucleus of this kind,
and, by suggestion, revision, remaking and
strongly casting, getting a good thing out
of if Mr. Frohman has the pick of the
best dramatic work of the new and old
worlds; the chief American playwrights
and the leading dramatists of England and
France are either under contract to him
or prefer to place their works in his hands,
and. having this vast treasure field prac-
tically for his own, to take the best and
leave behinel the mediocre, it Is little won-
der that he gathers all the golden appfes
and finishes each season with a string of
triumphs, any one of which a great metro-
politan manager would be proud of.

This season's record of Frohman success-
es began with "Two Little Vagrants," at
the Academy of Music. Then came Bret
Harte's "Sue," with Annie Russell in the
title role, at Hoyfs Theater. After that
John Drew won the most splendid laurels
of his career In "Rosemary," a play which
Mr. Frohman secured for his star in Lon-
don last summer. "Secret Service" fol-
lowed, with William Gillette, the author. In
the role of the hero. This wonderful play,
concedeel by all the critics to be the best
American war play yet written, ran to
ever-crowd- ed houses, at the Garrick The--,
ater for over seven months, and only left
New York at tho end of that time because
it had a long engagement to fill in Boston
previous to going to London for prcduction
there, with the entire original cast and
scenery.

Passing over the great revival of "Caste,"
by John Hare, which was made at Mr.
Frohman's suggestion, and stopping merely
to say that "Rosemary," already men-
tioned, left a sweeter fragrance after its
150 rights at the Empire Theater than any
piece ever produced here, one comes down
to the current triumphs which Frohman
has in hand "Under tho Red Robe," at
the Empire, and "Never Again," at the
Garrick Theater. "Under the Red Robe,"
which is Mr. Edward Rose's stage version
of Stanley Weyman's marvelous French ro-
mance, has been running at the Empire
Theater since Christmas week, and Its au-

diences now, in the fifth month, overflow
the capacity of tho house. In the play the
charm and delight of the book's atmosphere
are completely preserved, and the story is
so splendidly revealed and strikingly told
that both those who are familiar with
Weyman's volume and thosvi who have nev-
er read it find equal enjoyment in the per-
formances. The hit which it has made is
the greatest Mr. Frohman has had at the
Empire since tho theater opened. The piece
is running in London, too, where it has
passed Its jQth performance. Never be-

fore were the members of the Empire Stock
Company so well fitted with roles as they
arc in "Under the Red Robe." William

H. E. KIISNEY, Secretary and Treasurer.

rative, reproved the witnesses for their
hastiness and at once discharged Anderson,
with an expression of regret for the incon-
venience and loss to which his detention
had subjected him."

Upon the same Anderson a joke which
would have resulted in his loss of life was
attempted but never carried out. It is nar-
rated by JJeckett in his "Greenroom Recol-
lections" as follows; "The professor in his
great gun trick used to give one of the
audience a rifle, some powder and a marked
bullet. Tho marksman was then requested
to load and prepare to fire. Theieupon the
professor walked to the etui of the stage
and invited tho riileman to shoot him.
Then, after the marksman had fired, he
usod to produce the marked bullet, insist-
ing that he had caught it on a plate. On
one occasion a friend of mine, who was an
amateur conjuror, offered himself as an as-

sistant. He took the gun and the ammuni-
tion and duly loadc-- tho rifle. It was the
custQm of the professor to give the bullet
a final tap with his wand to see that it
was rammed down properly, and this final
tap I have been told extracted the bullet.
This my friend knew, and when 'the pro-

fessor offered his assistance he politely de-

clined. Anderson did not insist, but coolly
walked to tho end of the stage and called
out, 'Now, sir, take a good aim at mo and
fire.'

"My friend hesitated, as he 'was well
aware that the gun he was holding was
really loaded. 'Fire, sir, lire!' cried the
professor.

"My friend lowered the weapon, and, say-

ing he could not let it off, returned it to
Anderson, who Immediately, under pretense
of seeing whether it had been properly
loaded, extracted the bullet. Then he gave
tho gun to somo one else. But before the
rifle was fired he addressed the audience.
'Ladies and gentlemen,' said he, 'the person
who has just resumed his seat knew my
trick and foiled it. If he had fired, this
probably would have been my last appear-
ance before you. But he hadn't sufficient
nerve to shoot me.

"When it dawned on the house that An-

derson had risked his life rather than con-

fess himself beaten, the applause was
deafening. My friend told me that he felt
rather small and regretted his penchant for
practical joking."

TRICKED BY A NEGRO.
Heller often related how he once lost 510)

in the inrformanee of his most showy
trick, that of the "Multiplied Gold Coins."
Tho tri?k consists in placing in the hands
of one of the audience ten tV gold pieces,
which are afterwards found increased to
thirty or any other number the skill of the
magician is able to encompass. On this
particular occasion the man selected to
hold the coins was a negro. The ten $10

gold pieces were counted into his hands
and he was instructed to stand at the back
of the. stage, while Heller told a humorous
story Intended to while away the minutes
necessary for the substitution. In the
meanwhile, the night being in the spring-
time, the stage on a level with the street
and the stage door opening directly from
the rear scene, were all situations care-
fully scrutinized by the negro. To- - step
out into the night and to be lost to sight
was the work of less moments than the
time It took Heller to tell his story. So
when Heller called the negro to produce,
the ncsro was uone and with him one hun-
dred good dollars and the impossibility of
completing Heller's most splendid trick.

The late Alexander Herrmann was once
the victim of as clever a swindle as was
ever worked on a magician. Some of his
friends desiring revenge onta young man
in return for his superior ability in the
fascinating game of poker, induced the
magician to sit in a game with him and
so manipulate the cards that the young
man would be a heavy loser at the end of
the game. It "was decided ?nat the money
thus won would be 'returned to the in-

tended victim, with an explanation of
how he had been swindled, and the
better to enjoy his chagrin. the
party of frfends was to be present.
Herrmann acquiesced in the scheme,
ever fond of a practical joke. The night
arrived. A room was selected In a promi-
nent hotel and the party assembled. The
propose--d lamb was a young man with big
blue eyes and a baby face, lie seemed a
callow youth with more jewelry, than brains
and more money than either. He made but
one stipulation at the beginning of the
game, and that was that each bet was to
bo settled at the call, and that money ex-

clusively and not chips was to be used. The
Imposed condition was readily assented to.
the youth's desire to display his roll being
attributed as its impellfng cause on his
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